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Thank you, Michelle (Cunningham, exec.
dir.), for that very generous introduction —
for your friendship, and for the special
leadership you offer the Connecticut After
School Network.

And | want to thank all of the program
directors and staff here today — for
everything you do.

It's a pleasure to join the Connecticut After
School Network. Because of you and all the
advocates, especially our friends with the
Afterschool Alliance, more children not only
have a safe, healthy place to go after the
school day has ended — but after school

providers and centers also have the tools and

support they need.

And with the workshops you are offering at
this conference—from finding innovative
new ways to help children stay engaged to
teaching providers to navigate the difficult
process of grant writing—Ilet there be no
doubt about the following:

You are empowering a generation of after
school providers in Connecticut.

And that is why we are all here today —

because of our shared commitment to ensure

every child is nurtured and given the chance
to succeed and develop into a healthy adult.

| know you how these facts — but allow me
to repeat them. 14 million children have no
place to go when the school day ends.

That includes an astonishing 40,000
kindergartners and almost four million
middle school students in grades six to eight,
who are on their own when the bell rings at
the end of the school day.

As a policymaker, | find that alarming. As a
parent, | find it frightening.

| have a 6 year-old and a 3 year-old. The
notion that so many young children would
be coming home at the end of the day to an
empty house should be deeply worrisome
not just to parents — but to everyone.

That’s why access to after school is so
critically important.
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The Afterschool Alliance’s “Spotlight on
Connecticut” report found that very few
Connecticut children participate in a
structured after school program.

And nearly two-thirds of parents with
children who do not participate in a program
would enroll their children in after school if
they had that option. But tragically only one
in ten children is enrolled.

We also know what happens when kids are
left to take care of themselves at that time of
day.



Absent supervision, kids get into trouble and

engage in a range of inappropriate behaviors

— from drugs and alcohol to gangs and
promiscuity.

For too many children, the lack of access to
after school is a tragedy waiting to happen.

And that’s where you come in. As much as
after school hours can be a time for trouble,
conversely it can also be a time for kids to
learn new skills — to develop new
relationships and prepare for the future.

This much we know. More than 40% of
students attending after school programs
improve their reading and math grades — an
astonishing figure.

But after school can also be about enhancing

our civic engagement — not simply a place
where kids go while their parents work.

And when you realize only a third of our
young people graduate from high school
ready for college, you realize that we can’t
afford to waste the after school hours.

| look at it this way:

If our children fall behind for a decade,
America falls behind for a century.

For all those reasons and others, | decided
years ago to push for after school issues in

the Congress. Because of your work and the

work of others, after school programs here
in Connecticut are a model for the nation in
many ways.

As co-chairman of the Afterschool Caucus,
we’ve educated Members about the benefits
of afterschool programs — by organizing
annual briefings, sharing research and
making clear how important these programs

are, particularly in these challenging
economic times.

As many of you are aware, this year’s
briefing was about rural after school
programs, and featured Mark Shriver from
Save the Children located right here in
Connecticut.

One way we can make these efforts even
stronger is to incorporate the*2Century
Community Learning Centers Act, which |
authored with the help of many of you, into
the upcoming reauthorization of the No
Child Left Behind Act.
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As a former Peace Corps volunteer, I'm a
big believer in what we can accomplish
through national and community service.
That’s why I'm pleased to see so many
programs across the nation incorporating
service into their programs.

My legislation hopes to build on that success
by incentivizing service learning — helping
young people learn to not only be residents
in their communities, but resourcesthem.

Among other things, this bill would also
make funding more flexible and accessible
to strengthen successful after school
programs nationwide.



But we all know the biggest challenge is
ensuring these programs are funded.

Today, parents miss an average of eight days

of work per year due to a lack of after school
care. The estimated cost to our nation is
some $300 billion per year.

Clearly funding for after school is not only a
good investment — it's a smart investment.
In fact, it's a bargain.

That's why every year | have fought to
protect funding for after school — and |
commit to you | will continue that effort in
the coming Congress.

Support for after school programs and
funding need not be partisan. It impacts us
all whether we have children or not.

My co-chair of the Senate Afterschool
Caucus is Senator John Ensign — a
conservative Republican from Nevada who
also understands the importance of these
efforts.

Together, we have introduced a “Lights on
Afterschool” resolution every year to
celebrate after school programs and bring
attention to the incredible work you and
your counterparts around the country are
doing every day.

The business of government is about
priorities and choices! | know when we
advocate for after school — we are
advocating for our children and their
parents.

| know when we advocate for after school,
we are making good on the promise that
counts — the one we make to our children.

I’'m proud of what you have accomplished —
for families in Connecticut.

As a senior Democrat on the Senate HELP
committee and chair of the subcommittee on
Children and Families, | promise | will not
retreat from this issue. After school
programs are my priority — my choice. And
they always will be. Enjoy the rest of the
conference. Thank you!



